
JUAN MANUEL BALSA
Architect & Professor

Juan Manuel Balsa graduated from the Facultad de Arquitectura, Urbanismo y Diseño of the Universidad Nacional de Córdoba, Argen-
tina. In 2017 he won the Latin American Scholarship awarded by the University of Navarra to study the Master’s Degree in Architectural 
Design (ETSAUN) in the city of Pamplona, Spain. Currently, he is Adjunct Professor at the School of Architecture & Design of the Wen-
tworth Institute of Technology and Tenured Associate Professor at the Facultad de Arquitectura Urbanismo y Diseño (UNC-ARG). He 
has given conferences internationally and his academic and professional work has been exhibited in Argentina, Chile, Ecuador, Mexico, 
Spain, Italy and the United States. Founding partner of the “Balsa Crosetto Piazzi Oficina de Arquitectura”, which together with its 
partners has been awarded numerous prizes in prominent national and international architecture competitions.
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Syracuse University, School of Architecture. Syracuse, New York, US.
Visiting Professor - Summer 2025.
• Teaching Studio Abroad

Rhode Island School of Design, School of Architecture. Rhode Island, Providence, US.
Critic - Spring 2025
• Teaching Advanced Option Studio

School of Architecture & Desing, Wentworth Institute of Technology. Boston, MA, US.
Adjunct Professor - Fall 2024
• Teaching 2th-year Architecture Studio 03..

Facultad de Arquitectura Urbanismo y Diseño. Universidad Nacional de Córdoba, Argentina.
Tenured Associate Professor - Architecture Studio II 
• Teaching 2th-year Architecture Studio (Integrated Studio).
• Wrote the Syllabus of the course, coordinated research and design excersises, gave lectures, desk-crits, pin-ups, reviews. 

Facultad de Arquitectura Urbanismo y Diseño. Universidad Nacional de Córdoba, Argentina.
Visiting Professor - M.Arch - Máster en Diseño Arquitectonico 
• Taught Post-graduated Architecture Seminar. 

Escuela de Arquitectura UNAB, Universidad Andres Bello sede Valparaíso, Chile.
Visiting Professor - Spring 2023
• Taught 4th & 5th year Architecture Seminar called “Rebel Homes”, BArch Program. 
• Wrote the Syllabus of the course, coordinated research and design excersises, gave lectures, desk-crits, pin-ups, reviews. 

Facultad de Arquitectura Urbanismo y Diseño. Universidad Nacional de Córdoba, Argentina.
Visiting Professor - Architecture studio V.
• Teaching 5th-year Architecture Studio (Integrated Studio).
• Wrote the Syllabus of the course, coordinated research and design excersises, gave lectures, desk-crits, pin-ups, reviews. 

Escuela Técnica Superior de Arquitectura de Navarra, Universidad de Navarra (ETSAUN / UNAV), Pamplona, Spain.
Teaching Fellow - Architecture studio IV.

CORE EDUCATION
M. Arch - Master Degree in Theory and Architectura Desing - MDA.
Latinoamerican Scholarship Award together with admission at the MDA program.
Escuela Tecnica Superior de Arquitectura, Universidad de Navarra ETSAUN, Spain . 90 ETS. 

Registered Architect - License Number: 1-11140
Colegio de Arquitectos de la provincia de Córdoba. Córdoba, Argentina

BArch - Bachellor in Architecture 
Facultad de Arquitectura, Urbanismo y Diseño, Universidad Nacional de Córdoba, Argentina.
GPA: 8,03 out of 10.00.
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RESEARCH EXPERIENCE
Facultad de Arquitectura, Urbanismo y Diseño.
Universidad Nacional de Córdoba, Argentina.
Researcher – Collective Housing
Research Project: “Individual and Collective Housing in Argentina: Challenges in both Academic and Professional Practices.”

Escuela Tecnica Superior de Arquitectura, Universidad de Navarra ETSAUN, Pamplona, España.
Researcher – Theory and Critical thinking in architecture, materiality in architecture.
Research Project: “Technology in modern architecture (1925-1975)”. Myth and reality.
Critical issues and reviews about the situation and prepare and expose relevant data to the research team. Participate on debates 
about the topic with other colleagues

July 2024
March 2019

May 2018
Novemeber 2017



HONORS, AWARDS & COMPETITIONS

Selected as participant for the 2025 Chicago Architecture Biennial (CAB): SHIFT, Architecture in Times of Radical Change. Chicago, 
United States.

The Architectural League Prize for Young Architects + Designers 2025. New York, United States.

Lisbon Triennale 2025: Début Award shorlisted studios. Lisbon, Portugal.

Latin American Architecture Biennial 2025. Selected as Emerging Practice from Latin America. Madrid, Spain.

2024 Independent Project Grants. Architectura League NY. Recipient with the project “ In-Process: Alternative methods in Reading 
Evolving Buildings”. New York, United State.

Built architecture work “House MF” select with Honorable mention in the National Award for Argentine Architecture, granted by ARQ 
and FADEA (Federación Argentina de Entidades de Arquitectos). Buenos Aires, Argentina.

Built architecture work “Metalic House” select with Finalist in the Bienal de Arquitectura Cordobesa, granted by Colegio de Arquitec-
tos de la Provincia de Córdoba (Federación Argentina de Entidades de Arquitectos). Córdoba, Argentina.

2023 Venice Architecture Biennale Argentine Pavilion Shortlisted. Project name: Invisible Structures. 

1st Prize - National Architecture Competition for the Conservation and Restoration of General Manuel Belgrano Square. Córdoba, Argen-
tina. Author of project.

1st Prize - National Architecture Competition for the Design of the Argentinian National bank Headquarters, Functional and Technological 
Organization, Conservation and Enhancement of the Ground Floor of its Central House. Buenos Aires, Argentina.
Author of project.

2nd Prize – National Architecture Competition for the Design of the Sports and Cultural Park of San Patricio del Chañar. Neuquén, Ar-
gentina. Author of project.

2nd Honorable Mention – National Architecture Competition for the Design of the FAUD UNC Center Head- quarters.
Author of project.

Honorable Mention – National Architecture Competition for the Design of a Sustainable Urban Housing. Mendoza, Argentina. Author of 
project.

Built architecture work “Rural Restrooms” selected to be shown at the VII BASC Santa Cruz Architecture Biennial, in the exposition 
“Architecture from Córdoba”.

Built architecture work “Pavillion 1:089” with SURCO (Chile) selected to be shown at the BAL 2019 (Latinoamerican Biennial of Architec-
ture) Pamplona in the exposition “Architecture from Latinoamerica”.

2nd Prize – International Architecture Competition for the Design of the EXPO 2023 Park, Boulevard and Bridge. Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
Author of project.

Honorable Mention – National Architecture Competition for the Design of a Sustainable House. Córdoba, Argentina.
Author of project.

Built architecture work “Casa en San Francisco” selected to be shown at the BIA-AR 2018. Category: Politics of practise, Traditions 
and Innovations. Buenos Aires, Argentina.

Honorable Mention – National Architecture Competition for the Master Plan of the Córdoba City Railway Lands. Córdoba, Argentina.

3rd Prize – National Architecture Competition for the Design of the Façade of the Argentinian National Internal Reve- nue Building. 
Buenos Aires, Argentina.
Author of project.

Latinoamerican Scholarship Award together with admission at the MDA program. School of Architecture, University of Navarra ET-
SAUN, España . ($16.000) (status: accepted).

Built architecture work “Temporal Pavillion IX BIAU” selected to be shown at the BIA-AR 2016. Category: Politics of practise, Traditions 
and Innovations. Buenos Aires, Argentina.

Honorable Mention – National Architecture Competition for the Design of the San Carlos de bariloche Judi- cial Buildings Complex. 
Rio Negro, Argentina. Author of project.

1st Prize - Regional Architecture Competition for the Expansion and Refunctionalization of the Architectural association of Rio Cuarto 
building. Córdoba, Argentina. Author of project.

Built architecture work “Temporal Pavillion IX BIAU” selected with finalist to Building of the Year 2015. Category: Cultural granted by 
Archdaily. Santiago, Chile.

4to Prize – International Architecture Competition “Piazza Della Scala”. Milano, Italy. Author of project.

2nd Prize – National Architecture Competition for the Design of the Cipolleti Judicial Buildings Complex. Rio Negro, Argentina.
Author of project.

1st Prize - International Architecture Competition for the Design of the Temporary Pavilion IX Ibero-American Biennial of Architecture 
and Urbanism 2014. Rosario, Argentina. Author of project.
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PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE

Balsa Crosetto Piazzi Oficina de Arquitectura
Co-Founder, Co-Director, Architect 
Website: https://balsacrosettopiazzi.com

Built 

12 Rooms
Cambridge, US. 2025
400 sqm.
MIT ArtFinity

House MF
Córdoba, Arg. 2024
120 sqm.
FADEA Award

Animals: “Alternative methods in 
Reading Evolving Buildings”
Syracuse, New York. 2024
Independent Project Grants. Archi-
tectura League NY

House in Biallet Masse
Biallet Masse, Arg. 2023
110 sqm.

Long House
Córdoba, Arg. 2023
350 sqm.

Quincho
Biallet Masse, Arg. 2022
90 sqm.

3 Patios House
Córdoba, Arg. 2022
250 sqm.

House in Valle Escondido
Córdoba, Arg. 2021
300 sqm.

Rural Restroom
Ausonia, Arg. 2019
7 sqm.
Exhibited at the 18º Venice Biennale

Mirror Gate
Córdoba, Arg. 2019
0 sqm.

Bridge Pavilion
Entre Ríos, Arg. 2019
50 sqm.
First Prize in Competition

Metalic House
Villa María, Arg. 2019
72 sqm.
Finalist Córdoba Biennale

Brick House
Córdoba, Arg. 2019
260 sqm.

House in San Francisco
San Francisco, Arg. 2017
180 sqm.
Select Project BIA-AR 2018

House in La Francia
La Francia, Arg. 2016
220 sqm.

IX BIAU Pavilion
Rosario, Arg. 2014
110 sqm.
First Prize in Competition
Select Project BIA-AR 2016
Shorlist Building of the Year 2015

Competitions

CABA City of Scienses
Buenos Aires, Arg. 2023
20.000 sqm.

Argentinian Pavillion 
18º International Architecture Bien-
nale of Venice, Italy. 2023.
500 sqm.
Shortlisted

TAC Pavillion
Valencia, Spain. 2023
120 sqm.

PL Bus Station
Pedro Luro, Arg. 2022
6000 sqm.

National Bank Headquarters
Buenos Aires, Arg. 2021
15.000 sqm.
First Prize

Manuel Belgrano Square
Villa Allende, Arg. 2021
10.000 sqm.
First Prize

San Patricio Urban Park
San Patricio del Chañar, Arg. 2021
80.000 sqm.
Second Prize

Present
September  2014

Collective Housing in Mendoza
Mendoza, Arg. 2020
15.000 sqm.
Honorable Mention

Restoration FAUD Building
Córdoba, Arg. 2020
7000 sqm.
Honorable Mention

EXPO 2023 Master Plan
Buenos Aires, Arg. 2019
100.000 sqm.
Second Prize

Sustainable Housing Project 
Villa María, Arg. 2019
120 sqm.
Honorable Mention 

Judicial Building Complex Río 
Negro
Bariloche, Arg. 2017
20.000 sqm,
Honorable Mention

Piazza della Scala
Milano, Italy. 2015
8000 sqm.
Fourth Prize

AA RIV Building
Río Cuarto, Arg. 2015
1000 sqm.
First Prize

Judicial Building Complex Cipo-
lletti
Cipolleti, Arg. 2014
15.000 sqm.
Second Prize

Unbuilt

Docta Comercial Pavillion
Córdoba, Arg. 2024
320 sqm.

Molvento House
Córdoba, Arg. 2024
220 sqm.

3 Story House
Córdoba, Arg. 2024
350 sqm.

House in Tigre Muerto
Dique los Molinos, Arg. 2023
500 sqm.



PUBLICATIONS 
Title: “House MF” - Balsa Crosetto Piazzi
https://divisare.com/projects/512165-balsa-crosetto-piazzi-marcos-guiponi-house-mf

Title: “Casa MF” - Balsa Crosetto Piazzi
https://revistaplot.com/casa-mf-2/

Title “Long House” - Balsa Crosetto Piazzi
https://www.archdaily.cl/cl/1021937/long-house-balsa-crosetto-piazzi

Title: “Brick-walled communal space embraces argentinian barbecue ritual”
https://www.designboom.com/architecture/brick-walled-communal-space-argentinian-barbecue-ritual-01-28-2024/

Title: “Bialet Pavilion - Balsa Crosetto Piazzi & Diego Avendaño”
https://www.archdaily.com/1012341/bialet-pavilion-balsa-crosetto-piazzi-plus-diego-avendano

Title: “Shelter for great events - Bialet Pavilion by Balsa Crosetto Piazzi & Diego Avendaño”
https://www.metalocus.es/en/news/shelter-great-events-quincho-bialet-balsa-crosetto-piazzi-diego-avendano

Title: “Quincho Bialet - Balsa Crosetto Piazzi & Diego Avendaño”
https://divisare.com/projects/491142-balsacrosettopiazzi-diego-avendano-marcos-guiponi-quincho-bialet

Title: “Balsa Crosetto Piazzi design Rural Pre-fab Restrooms in Cordoba”
https://www.archdaily.cl/cl/1008822/balsa-crosetto-piazzi-disena-banos-rurales-prefabricados-en-cordoba

Printed Publication: Title “El Futuro del Agua”, La Biennale di Venecia. Mostra Internazionale di Architettura, Participazioni Nazio-
nali. Venice, Italy.     

Title: “2023 Venice Biennale. Finalists for the Argentinian Pavilion”
https://cancilleria.gob.ar/es/culturales/argentina-en-la-bienal-de-venecia/exposicion-internacional-arquitectura/exposicion-internacio-
nal-de-arquitectura-de-la-bienal-de-venecia

Title: “Winners of the Villa Allende Park Renovation”
https://www.archdaily.cl/cl/980204/conoce-el-proyecto-ganador-para-la-remodelacion-de-la-plaza-gral-manuel-belgrano-en-villa-allen-
de-cordoba

Printed Publication: Title “Curriculum, La nueva arquitectura Americana”, Bisman Ediciones, QUT Ediciones Barcelona, ISBN 978- 
84-313-3563-2, 2020, Pamplona, España. 

Title: “Winners of the Argentinian National Bank Headquaters Renovation”  
https://www.archdaily.cl/cl/966720/conoce-los-proyectos-para-la-puesta-en-valor-de-la-planta-baja-de-la-casa-central-del-banco-de-
la-nacion-argentina

Title: “Sports and Cultural Park for San Patricio del Chañar. National Architecture Competition.”
https://www.plataformaarquitectura.cl/cl/952312/los-ganadores-del-concurso-parque-deportivo-y-cultural-san-patricio-del-cha-
nar-en-neuquen-argentina

Title: “Sustainable Urban Housing. National Architecture Competition. Mendoza, Argentina.”
https://camza.org.ar/ganadores-concurso-nacional-de-ideas-y-master-plan-vivienda-urbana-sostenible-habitar-en-la-ciudad-contem-
poranea-2/

Title: “EXPO 2023 Park, Boulevard and Bridge. Buenos Aires, Argentina.”
https://www.plataformaarquitectura.cl/cl/925646/conoce-todos-los-ganadores-del-concurso-espacio-publico-boulevard-y-puente-pa-
ra-la-expo-2023?ad_medium=gallery

Printed Publication: “Exposición Bienal de Arquitectura Latinoamericana BAL 2019 Catalogo”, T6 Ediciones, S.L, ISBN 978- 84-
92409-90-7, 2019, Pamplona, España. 

Printed Publication: “Situaciones BIA-AR 2018, Catalogo”, Bisman Ediciones y Scalae, ISBN 978-987-3779-30-5, 2018, Buenos 
Aires, Argentina. 

Title: “Façade of the Argentinian National Internal Revenue Building. Buenos Aires, Argentina.”
http://socearq.org/2.0/2018/05/31/concurso-nacional-de-anteproyectos-fachada-y-medianera-del-edificio-tribunal-fiscal-del-ministe-
rio-de-hacienda-de-la-nacion/

Title: “Housing Facilities for Orma, Riachuelo, Buenos Aires. National Architecture Competition.”
http://socearq.org/2.0/2016/06/03/concurso-nacional-de-anteproyectos-para-la-relocalizacion-de-viviendas-sobre-el-riachuelo-ba-
rrio-orma/

Printed Publication “Procesos BIA-AR 2016, Catalogo”, Bisman Ediciones y Scalae, ISBN 978-987-3779-14-5, 2016, Bue- nos 
Aires, Argentina. 

Title: Publication Website TECTONICA Blog, “Pabellón Temporal IX BIAU”, 2015, España. http://tectonicablog.com/docs/biau.
pdf.

Printed Publication:  SUMMA+ 141 Magazine “Vivienda colectiva y espacio público”, pág. 54, 2015, Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
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EVENTS: Lectures, Exhibitions, Reviews and others.

LECTURE “First Project”, Conversation with Toshiko Mori, Sharon Johnston and Rahul Mehrotra. Harvard GSD.

FINAL REVIEW. First Year Studio at Syracuse, University. Professor Ruben Gomez. Syracuse, US.

MIDTERM REVIEW. Core 2 at MIT. Professors Angelo Bucci, Rocio crosetto Brizzio and Rafi Segal. Cambridge, US.

LECTURE “What`s Available”, on Balsa Crosetto Piazzi work. Northeastern University, Boston, US.

LECTURE “What`s Available”, on Balsa Crosetto Piazzi work. CIA “Queretaro International Architectural Congress”. Mexico.
https://www.ciaqueretaro.com

LECTURE “Un ladrillo a la vez”, on Balsa Crosetto Piazzi work. Centro Cultural Press, Guanajuato, Mexico.

EXHIBITION “Muestra Argentina de Arquitectura y Paisajismo Emergente”. Colegio de Arquitectos de Santa Fe, Argentina. 
https://capsf.ar/noticias/maape-2023/ 
https://capsf.ar/cultura/espiritu-itinerante-para-un-colegio-con-seis-distritos-en-plena-sintonia/

LECTURE “On Walls” with Marcos Parga. Syracuse University, NY
https://www.mapaa.es/news

LECTURE “Persistent Seekers”, on Balsa Crosetto Piazzi work. Syracuse University, NY
https://www.instagram.com/p/CvSlAzPOoep/?img_index=1

FINAL REVIEW “Digital Techniques for Urban Designers” Seminar at GSAPP, Columbia. Professor Adriana Chavez. 

LECTURE “The Declaration of Independence of the Toxic” at PRADA FRAMES, Milan, Italy
https://www.prada.com/us/en/pradasphere/events/2023/prada-frames-milan.html
https://formafantasma.com/work/prada-frames-materials-in-flux-
https://www.instagram.com/p/CrUbqiTuPUm/?img_index=1

2023 VENICE BIENNIAL. Rural Restrooms featured in the 2023 Argentinian Pavilion. Venice, Italy.
https://www.labiennale.org/en/architecture/2023/argentina
https://www.instagram.com/p/CsJ7ZpVN0q0/

MIDTERM REVIEW. Graduate Studio at Parsons School of Design. Professor Maria Alejandra Linares.

MIDTERM REVIEW. Graduate Studio at Syracuse, University. Professor Rocío Crosetto Brizzio.

LECTURE “AAD Portfolio Talks II” at GSAPP, Columbia University, NYC, US.
https://www.arch.columbia.edu/events/2936-aad-portfolio-talks-ii

LECTURE “Invisible Structures” on our project for the 2023 Venice Biennial Argentine Pavillion. Cancilleria, Argentina. 
https://www.cancilleria.gob.ar/es/actualidad/noticias/argentina-en-la-18deg-exposicion-internacional-de-arquitectura-de-la-bienal-de

LECTURE “Arquitectura, Tecnica y Territorio” on Balsa Crosetto Piazzi work. UBA, Buenos Aires, Argentina.

EXHIBITION “Continuities”, as part of IV Argentine Congress, Latin American Architecture Biennial (MDA/BAL), Santa fé, 
Argentina.

FINAL REVIEW at GSAPP, Columbia University. Summer High-School Program. Professor Ruben Gomez. 

EXHIBITION at the Miami Center for Architecture and Design, “The MtDA Experience in New Latin American Architecture”
https://miamicad.org/events/curriculum-the-mtda-experience/
https://www.unav.edu/noticias/-/contents/07/02/2022/exposicion-curriculum-un-reconocimiento-a-la-arquitectura-emergente-latinoa-
mericana/content/lovPblW1fC70/36928684

LECTURE “Mirar el Mundo” on Balsa Crosetto Piazzi work. MDA 2021, Mendoza, Argentina. 
https://camza.org.ar/mda-2021-experiencias-en-arquitectura/

LECTURE “Mirar el Mundo” on Balsa Crosetto Piazzi work. Tec Monterrey, Mexico.

LECTURE “Conversaciones de un Viaje” XIV Biennial of Architecture in Bolivia.
https://www.facebook.com/BienalArqBo/?locale=es_LA

LECTURE “Continuidades” MDA Biennial of Architecture in LatinAmerica (BAL), Mexico. 

LECTURE “Recent Works”, Speaker at the Emerging Architecture conference cycle, organized by the Machado School, Facul-
tad de Arquitectura, Diseño, Arte y Urbanismo, Universidad de Morón, (FADAU-UM), Buenos Aires, Argentina.

LECTURE + WORKSHOP. Hello Wood, Entre Rios, Argentina.
https://vimeo.com/325280731
https://hellowood.com.ar/

WORKSHOP “Ensayos Matericos” together with the Colectivo Aqua Alta at the CHELA Foundation, Buenos Aires, Argentina.
https://chela.org.ar/ensayos-matericos-construccion-11/
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