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National Architectural Accrediting Board (NAAB)
107 S. West St.

Suite 707

Alexandria, VA 22314

RE: Rhode Island School of Design - Visiting Team Report Draft

To whom it may concern:
| write this letter to confirm receipt and review of the draft Visiting Team Report (VTR) for the recent
continuation of accreditation visit for the Architecture programs at Rhode Island School of Design

(RISD). A submission of report corrections of error of fact only accompanies this confirmation letter.

The Architecture department at RISD appreciates the support of the Visiting Team, and NAAB through
the accreditation process.

Sincerely,

Jacqueline Shaw

Department Head, Assistant Professor
RISD Architecture
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National Architectural Accrediting Board
107 S. West St.

Suite 707

Alexandria, VA 22314

01 February 2024

RE: Narrative Response to the 2023 Visiting Team Report
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We thank the visiting team for their careful consideration of the prepared Architecture Program Report

and thorough program visit on October 23-25, 2023.

The Visiting Team Report identified the following conditions not achieved for the B.Arch and M.Arch

programs:
B.Arch M.Arch
e SC.6 Building Integration 5.1 Physical Resources
e 5.1 Physical Resources 5.6 Planning and Assessment
e 5.6 Planning and Assessment 6.3 Access to Career Development
e 6.3 Access to Career Development Information

Information

6.6 Student Financial Information

PC.7 (The site visit team recommended a
finding of "not met" for this Condlition following
the exit meetings, and therefore the
recommendation was not shared with the
program at that time.)

6.6 Student Financial Information

PC.7 (The site visit team recommended a
finding of "not met" for this Condition following
the exit meetings, and therefore the
recommendation was not shared with the
program at that time.)

As a point of clarification, both conditions 5.1 and 5.6 were erroneously labeled as “Physical
Resources” and “Planning and Assessment” respectively. When reading the report, we identified the
following conditions not achieved for the B.Arch and M.Arch programs:

B.Arch

M.Arch

SC.6 Building Integration

e 5.1 Structure and Governance

5.1 Structure and Governance
5.6 Physical Resources
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5.6 Physical Resources e 6.3 Access to Career Development
6.3 Access to Career Development Information
Information e 6.6 Student Financial Information
6.6 Student Financial Information e PC.7 (The site visit team recommended a
PC.7 (The site visit team recommended a finding of "not met" for this Condition following
finding of "not met" for this Condition following the exit meetings, and therefore the
the exit meetings, and therefore the recommendation was not shared with the
recommendation was not shared with the program at that time.)
program at that time.)

The narrative response addresses two conditions not achieved: B.Arch - SC.6 Building Integration,
and B.Arch and M.Arch - 6.3 Access to Career Development Information. We hope the information
provided is understood as textual evidence that can also be found in the Architecture Program Report,
or steps of clarification we have made subsequently as a program.

On behalf of the students, faculty, staff, and alums of the Architecture department at the Rhode Island
School of Design, we thank NAAB, its Board of Directors, and its staff for their continued support in our
effort to uphold the mission of the institution to educate its students and the public in the creation and
appreciation of works of art and design, discover and transmit knowledge, and make lasting
contributions to a global society through critical thinking, scholarship and innovation.

GRM@@

Jacqueline Shaw

Assistant Professor of Architecture, Department Head
Rhode Island School of Design

20 Washington Place

Providence, Rl 02903
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B.Arch

Conditions Not Achieved

SC.6 Building Integration (Guidelines, p. 12) — How the program ensures that students develop the
ability to make design decisions within architectural projects while demonstrating integration of building
envelope systems and assembilies, structural systems, environmental control systems, life safety
systems, and the measurable outcomes of building performance.

B.Arch. [X] Not Met

2023 Team Analysis:

Evidence of student achievement at the prescribed level was found in the ARCH 2178 Integrated
Building Systems course materials. Supporting documentation included the syllabus, schedule,
lectures, handouts and materials, reference materials, and excerpts from the readings assigned. The
course is well structured to provide the design integration content components (building envelope
systems and assemblies, structural systems, environmental control systems, and life safety systems)
for supporting the measurable outcomes of building performance.

B.Arch.: Evidence was not found in all of the B.Arch. student work in ARCH 2178 Integrated Building
Systems course materials. Out of the three projects reviewed, one project did not provide evidence of
addressing the life safety systems criterion (second means of fire stair egress missing on project floor
plans) was not apparent. Supporting documentation included the syllabus, schedule, lectures, handouts
and materials, reference materials, and excerpts from the readings assigned. The course is well
structured to provide the design integration content components (building envelope systems and
assemblies, structural systems, environmental control systems, and life safety systems) for supporting
the measurable outcomes of building performance.

Ongoing assessment of this criterion for both M.Arch. and B.Arch. is described in the goals and student
learning outcomes which directly ties each outcome to an assessment method, which primarily consist
of reviewed project work for Problem 1B - Structural Systems, Problem 2 and 3 - An Assembly of Parts
and Envelope Tectonics and Problem 4 - HVAC Diagrams and Solar Electric Systems Diagrams. There
is evidence at this criterion level that these courses are developed and assessed on a recurring basis.
The program is meeting its benchmark for these courses. Beginning AY 22-23, the department began
to phase in a new technology curriculum as Integrated Building Systems will no longer be offered
beginning AY 24-25.

Narrative Response:
Below, please find specific context taken from the APR, under section SC.4 Technical Knowledge,

describing the status of a curricular change with direct impact on current and future achievement of
SC.6 Building Integration:
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“Prior to AY 2022-23, the Architectural Technology course sequence included seven courses divided
into sections of structural engineering and environmental design with a capstone integrated systems
design course:

Structural Engineering
Arch 2152 Structural Analysis — Introduction to structural mechanics

Arch 2153 Wood Structures — Design of structural components and systems in wood
Arch 2154 Steel Structures — Design of structural components and systems in steel
Arch 2155 Concrete Structures — Design of structural components and systems in concrete

Environmental Design
Arch 2156 Environmental Design | — Design of environmental control systems
Arch 2158 Environmental Design Il — Daylight and artificial lighting systems; Acoustics

Integrated Systems Design
Arch 2178 Integrated Building Systems — Comprehensive systems design in a typical building

In 2019, the Architecture department received approval from the college Curriculum Committee for the
Proposal for Curriculum Revision: Architectural Technology. The approved proposal sought to:

1. Provide a more fundamental foundation in Architectural Technology to allow for the translation
and integration of technical concepts in the core design studios.

2. Increase the multidisciplinary presentation of and engagement with Architectural Technology to
ground its relevance outside of the strict disciplinary boundaries of engineering.

3. Better respond to the differing backgrounds of undergraduate and graduate students who must
share this curriculum, given the resources available.

The new curriculum includes a two-course general introduction to qualitative skills and technical
building systems (Phenomena and Architectural Anatomy), followed by three core discipline-specific
courses in structural engineering and environmental design (Structural Design, Environmental Design,
and Enclosure Design) are the foundation of the Architectural Technology curriculum. Enclosure Design
is an essential hinge between core discipline-specific and integrated applied knowledge as the
sequence culminates in coursework emphasizing design synthesis and building integration (Enclosure
Design and Building Assembly and Systems Design). The new curriculum sequence ensures that
students understand the established and emerging systems, technologies, and assemblies of building
construction and the methods and criteria architects use to assess those technologies against project
design, economics, and performance objectives.
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The approach of the new Architecture Technology curriculum embraces the reality of our department
and the experience of our incoming students strengthening the program. The restructuring continues
the evolution of this portion of the department's curriculum towards more content that is multidisciplinary
— constantly placing the technical content of the curriculum in the larger context of design, construction
and detailing to provide students with a clearer understanding of the integrated application of
architectural technology and how to make intelligent design decisions when faced with the reality of
conflicting/completing objectives of building systems with a limited construction budget.

The proposal resulted from the collaborative efforts of full- and part-time faculty who made up the
Architecture department Curriculum Development Sub-Committee from 2014-2019. The curricular
changes were intended to be implemented in a phased plan to begin AY 2020-21. Due to departmental
and institutional leadership changes, those curricular changes began in AY 2022-2023.”

This on-going curricular change aligns with the NAAB 2020 change in Conditions, and will serve as a
plan to correct and assess the effective achievement of this condition moving forward. The two courses
that will demonstrate the effective achievement of this condition will be Enclosure Design (offered as a
required course for B.Arch students for the first time in Spring 2024) and Building Assembly and
Systems Design (offered as a required course for B.Arch students for the first time in Fall 2025).

B.Arch and M.Arch

6.3 Access to Career Development Information (Guidelines, p. 23) — The program must
demonstrate that students and graduates have access to career development and placement services
that help them develop, evaluate, and implement career, education, and employment plans.

B.Arch. [X] Met (Based on the written narrative, we believe this to be erroneously marked as “met”)
M.Arch. [X] Met (Based on the written narrative, we believe this to be erroneously marked as “met”)

2023 Team Analysis:

The visiting team did not find evidence in the APR that this criterion is met. The information provided
was limited to listing a number of links that do not indicate how the program provides access to this
information.

Narrative Response:

The Architecture Program report identified the below URLs available to public on the Architecture
department website and graduates have access to the following URLs on the Architecture department
website on our ‘Accreditation’ Information page under the heading ‘Career Development Information’:

American Institute of Architects (AlA)

American Institute of Architecture Students (AIAS)

Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture (ACSA)



https://www.aia.org/
https://www.aias.org/
https://www.acsa-arch.org/
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National Council of Architectural Regqistration Boards (NCARB)

The Emerqging Professional's Companion
AIAS, Toward an Evolution of Studio Culture

The APR also referred to comprehensive professional development support RISD’s Career Center
offers the program, referring to a previous section (5.4.4 Student Support Services) for further relevant
information. To bring clarity and provide the public with direct access to RISD Careers, the program as
amended it’s ‘Accreditation’ Information page to include the below listed URLs:

RISD Careers

RISD G _ Archi I hip/Job B is. Di ies/C L
RISD Careers - Internship & Jobs Tips
ArtWorks - RISD Student and Alum Fine Art & Design Opportunity Board

American Institute of Architects (AlA)
American Institute of Architects, Rhode Island (AlA-RI)

American Institute of Architecture Students (AIAS)
Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture (ACSA)
National ncil of Architectural Registration Boards (NCARB
The Emerging Professional’'s Companion

AIAS, Toward an Evolution of j ltur



https://www.ncarb.org/
https://doarcheconomics2015.files.wordpress.com/2015/04/emerging-professionals-companion.pdf
https://www.aias.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Studio-Culture-Stories-and-Interpretations.pdf
https://careercenter.risd.edu/
https://careercenter.risd.edu/internships-jobs#architecture
https://careercenter.risd.edu/internships-jobs-tips
https://careercenter.risd.edu/artworks
https://www.aia.org/
https://aia-ri.org/
http://www.aias.org/
http://www.acsa-arch.org/
https://www.ncarb.org/
https://doarcheconomics2015.files.wordpress.com/2015/04/emerging-professionals-companion.pdf
https://www.aias.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Studio-Culture-Stories-and-Interpretations.pdf

